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1. Horizon 2020 – a brief overview 
 
 



Horizon 2020 overview 



2. The EU Login: EU Commission 
authentication system 

 
 
 



How to get access to it? The Participant Portal  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal 



Before starting… EU Login 

§ The EU Login Authentication service (previously ECAS) 
is a point for user authentication to a wide range of 
European Commission information systems.  

§ Reminder:  If you already have an ECAS account, you 
don't have to create a new EU Login account. In EU 
Login, your credentials and personal data remain 
unchanged 

§ This ensures a secure, “single sign-on” approach: 
1 person = 1 personal email address = 1 EU Login 
account 

§ The creation of an EU Login account is free and easy 



How to create an EU Login account 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas 

You can also use the path via the Participant Portal: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/
desktop/en/home.html 



EU Login: how to register and log in    

Check your mailbox, a 
confirmation e-mail  

will arrive within a few 
minutes.  

This process must be 
completed  

within 90 minutes after the 
original request. 

Following a 
confirmation you can 
SET YOUR PASSWORD 
and log in to the Portal 

Important: EU Login 
credentials are strictly 

confidential! 



3. The Participant Portal: A general 
Presentation 
 
 



The Participant Portal 

§ The Participant Portal is the single gateway to 
funding-related interactions between applicants 
and the European Commission/Agencies 

§ On the Participant Portal, you can find funding 

for projects of different EU-programmes 

§ 2014-2020 Horizon 2020 – R&I 
framework programme is only one of 
them 



Participant Portal – Home Page 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html 



Starting Page 



The service of the Participant Portal 

EU Login is needed!  EU Login is NOT needed!  



MY AREA 
Personalised 

access  
to the IT tools 

Personalised access  
to the EU Login 

account 

Participant Portal – Personalised access 



4. How to search for H2020 funding 
opportunities 
 
 



Where to look for your Funding 
Opportunities in the Participant Portal? 

•  Funding Opportunities for Horizon 2020 

•  Search for Open, closed, forthcoming calls 

•  Latest information on published calls 

•  How to identify your call 

•  Advanced search for topics 

•  Filter International Cooperation topics 

•  How to identify your topic 

•  Check topic description, conditions, documents 

•  Start submission 
 

Click and read: 



Funding Opportunities (2) 

Horizon 2020 



H2020 Funding Opportunities 
Open, Closed, Forthcoming Calls for Proposals 



Call search – Identify your call 



Advanced Search for Topics 

Filter 
International 
Cooperation 



Topics for International Cooperation 



Identify your topic! 



Topic description – Topic conditions and documents 



5. Horizon 2020 Proposal 
Submission 

 
 
 



Electronic proposal submission system 
Access to the electronic proposal submission system 
Create a proposal through the link on the topic page 

 
Now 
you 

need 
your 
EU 

Login 



STEP 3 - Create a draft proposal 

1. EU Login 
2. Funding Scheme 



STEP 4 - Manage your partners 



STEP 5 - Edit your proposal 



STEP 6 - Submit your proposal 

You still may… 
- Re-edit the proposal 

- Download the e-receipt 
- Withdraw the proposal 

from this step 
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Participant Portal – “My AREA” (by EU Login) 



To edit draft or submitted proposals, delete or withdraw 
them once they are in a draft or submitted state... 

 

32 ...To create new proposals, always start from the topic 
page! 

How to manage “My Proposal(s)” 



6. Where to find help and useful 
information? 

 
 
 



How to participate 



•  H2020 Online Manual: step-by-step online guide through the Portal 

processes from proposal preparation and submission to reporting on your on-

going project 

•  Reference documents: library of legal documents, guidance notes, and 

additional reference material for H2020 and FP7 search for already registered 

organisations and their PICs 

•  Beneficiary register: list of all beneficiaries participating in the EU R&I, 

education, culture programmes 

•  Financial viability self-check tool allows you simulating the financial 

viability check of your organisation 

•  SME participation: dedicated H2020 guidance page for SME 
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How to participate (2) – Where to find help? 
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Horizon 2020 Online Manual 



H2020 Online Manual (2) – E.g. How to submit a 
proposal 
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Reference documents 

Check standard 
proposal 

templates per 
action type 

If the topic uses 
a special 

template then it 
is available from 

the Topic 
documents 

page. 

This page includes all the 
H2020 & FP7 reference 
documents, e.g. Legal 

Basis, Work Programmes, 
model grant agreements, 
guides for specific actions 

and horizontal issues. 
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Beneficiary Register 

•  If you want to 
participate in a project 
proposal, your 
organisation needs to 
be registered and have 
a 9-digit Participant 
Identification Code 
(PIC). Quote your PIC 
in all correspondence 
with the Commission! 

•  The register contains all 
beneficiaries 
participating in the EU 
research and innovation 
or education, 
audiovisual and cultural 
programmes. 



7. Work as an expert 

 
 
 



Work as an Expert 

The European 
Commission 
appoints 
independent 
experts to assist 
with assignments 
that include the 
evaluation of 
proposals, 
monitoring of 
projects, and 
evaluation of 
programmes, and 
design of policy. 



Work as an Expert (2) - Registration 

You have a chance of being 
selected as an expert if you: 
 

- Have high-level of 
expertise in the relevant 
fields (see calls for experts for 
details) 
- Can be available for 
occasional, short-term 
assignments 



Information and Support 

•  National 

Contact Points 

•  Enterprise 

Europe 

Network 

•  Research 

Enquiry Service 

•  European IPR 

Helpdesk 

•  Glossary 

•  FAQ 



7. How to find more information and 
support? 
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Where to find more information and support? 



National Contact Points 

• The network of National Contact Points (NCPs) is the main 
structure to provide guidance, practical information 
and assistance on all aspects of participation in Horizon 
2020. NCPs are also established in many non-EU and 
non-associated countries ("third partner countries"). 

• NCPs give personalised support on the spot and in 
applicants' own languages. The NCP systems can vary 
from one country to another from highly centralised to 
decentralised networks, and a number of very different 
actors, from ministries to universities, research centres 
and special agencies to private consulting companies. 



How to find your National Contact Point (2) 



Information and support (3) 

•  The Enterprise Europe Network helps businesses innovate 
and grow on an international scale. It is the world’s largest 
support network for SMEs with international ambitions. The 
Network is active in more than 60 countries worldwide. It 
brings together 3,000 experts from more than 600 member 

organisations – all renowned for their excellence in 
business support. More information: 
http://een.ec.europa.eu/about 

•  The European IPR Helpdesk provides assistance on 
Intellectual Property (IP) issues to current and potential 
beneficiaries of EU-funded research and innovation projects. 
More information: https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/ 



The Participant Portal 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/home 
 
The Participant Portal FAQ 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/faq 
 
H2020 Manual  
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-
guide/index_en.htm 
 
National Contact Points 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/
support/national_contact_points.html 
 
EU Login Help 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/help.html 
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Useful Links 
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Thank you!  
 

#InvestEUresearch  
www.ec.europa.eu/research 

Participant Portal: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal  

Contact: 
Communication@ServiceFacility.eu   

 
 
 


