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Programme

9:30 – 9:35

Welcome address

9:35 – 9:45

Conference introduction and schedule overview

Dr. Matthieu PY, EURAXESS Japan

9:45 – 10:45

Researchers' session I

Researchers presentations:

Chair: Dr. Giuseppe Pruneri, Head of Technical

T01, T02, T03, T04, T05, T06

Infrastructure Section and site-responsible officer, RFX

p.5 to p.10

Padova / LIPAc project team
10:45 – 11:00

Coffee break

11:00 – 12:00

Researchers' session I (continued)

12:00 – 12:40

Special Session A: European Research Area:

p.21

Overview & actors
12:40 –14:00

Lunch break and ERA countries booth discussions

Booths by:
European Research Area, EURAXESS Centres,
Austria, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy,
Spain, Switzerland

14:00 – 15:45

Researchers' session II

Researchers presentations:

Chair: Dr. Bo Thomsen, Postdoctoral researcher, RIKEN

T07, T08, T09, T10, T11, T12

Theoretical Molecular Science Laboratory

p.11 to p.16

15:45 - 16:00

Coffee break

16:00 – 16:30

Special Session B: About the European Research

Dr. Matthieu PY, EURAXESS Japan

Community of Japan

p.22

Researchers' Session III

Researchers presentations:

Chair: Dr. Steffen Heinrich, Senior Research Fellow, Head

T13, T14, T15, T16

of Social Science Section, German Institute for Japanese

p.17 to p. 20

16:30 – 17:50

Studies
17:50 – 18:00

Short break

18:00 –19:20

Special Session C: Structured networking training

Dr. Camedda, University of Edinburgh

(workshop via video-conference)

p. 23

19:20 - 19:30

Closing remarks

19:30 - 20:45

Networking reception
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T01 - Dr. Antonino FLACHI, Associate Professor, Italian
Keio University, Research and Education Center for Natural Sciences
Researchgate Profile || flachi@keio.jp

My research project:
To most people "emptiness" means nothing. In quantum physics, however, "emptiness" thrives with action.
How this is possible and what are the consequences of this is still unclear, but very important. Understanding
how the quantum nothingness behaves is related to the deep mysteries of the universe, to the limit of
technology, and could have far-reaching ramifications. My talk will explore new ideas on how to harness "a
force from nothing".

1

My career path:
I received my Ph.D. in theoretical physics the University of Newcastle upon Tyne (UK). I was then a "Marie
Curie" postdoctoral Fellow at the Institute of High Energy Physics in Barcelona, a fellow of the Japanese
Society for Promotion of Science and a Yukawa Fellow at the Yukawa Institute for Theoretical Physics in Kyoto,
an assistant professor at the Center for Astrophysics and Space Science at Baylor and a COFUND principal
investigator at the University of Lisbon. I am currently a tenure track associate professor at Keio University.

My relation to Europe:
During the past years, I have been involved in several research projects with colleagues in Germany, Spain,
Portugal, France and Italy. My work has been supported in the past by European fellowships (an individual
Marie Curie fellowship and a COFUND principal investigator fellowship). The most recent research project that
I am leading involves two professors from the Center of Physics and Engineering of Advanced Materials (E.
Castro and P. Ribeiro) at IST Lisbon and one Italian researcher (V. Vitagliano) that is about to move to Keio
University on a JSPS fellowship. Our project is concerned with the physics of graphene and how this
extraordinarily versatile material can be used to clarify our understanding about the fundamental laws of nature
and about gravity, in particular. In my opinion, the possibility for European researchers residing in Japan (or
outside of the EU) to directly apply for European grants would certainly offer a direct and efficient path to allow
European nationals conducting research outside of the boundaries of the EU to be proactive regarding
collaborations with colleagues in Europe (and to maintain such collaborations).

1

A. Flachi, PRL 110 060401 (2013); A. Flachi, et al., PRL 113 (2014) 091102; A. Flachi, et al., PRL 114 (2015) 181601; A.
Flachi, et al., PRL 119 (2017) 031601
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T02 - Mr. Jon ALVAREZ, PhD Candidate, Spanish
Waseda University, Faculty of Science and Engineering
Researchgate Profile || tito-h41@moegi.waseda.jp

My research project:
My research project is on the valuation, preservation and management of cultural townscapes in Japan. The
Japanese case is very specific of its territory, since Japan is the only Asian country that was engaged in
architectural preservation activities at the same time as many European countries, but at the same time Japan
developed its own set of values to appreciate their traditional architecture. In addition, Japan has a very
systematic approach to townscape preservation, led by central government, which has to deal with the
peculiarities of Japanese law, such as the constitutional right to private property. Thus, Japan had to develop
management models which were not based on top-down urban planning such as in European countries, but in
the coordination of scholars, governmental workers and local communities. My research analyses the effects of
this approach in Japanese towns, and aims at showing what Japan and Europe can learn from each other.

My career path:
The employment conditions in Japan are generally speaking less skill-oriented than in Europe. Internal mobility
in institutions and companies is high, thus workers cannot develop specialist careers because they shift their
positions every two to four years. I had to deal with this problem during my research, since many public
workers in charge of preservation programs in local governments were not-specialist workers which had been
at that position less than three years, and thus, their knowledge of the problems inside the protected
townscapes was limited. In the near future, I would like to work in Japan for some years, to apply the
knowledge I acquired during the last four years. However, I do not see myself in building a lifetime project in
Japan. I consider that Japanese academic world is still not welcoming foreigners, and the access for foreigners
to researcher or teaching positions is yet limited to 3 to 5-year contracts.

My relation to Europe:
I have no relationship with any research institute or university in Europe. I was teaching part-time at university
in Spain, and I was fired because of lack of funds to pay my wages. The situation in Spain is that of full-time
professors being paid a part-time wage, while part-time teachers have been swept away from university. I have
been in contact with some privately managed research groups; however their goal was not to introduce me to
their structure in Spain, but rather the other way around. Since the funds for research in Spain have been
severely cut down, all the researchers I contacted so far want me to help them 'internationalise' their project,
which is just a soft way to say 'help me going out of Spain to somewhere I can work'.
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T03 - Dr. Maia ROOTS, Assistant Professor, Estonian
Tohoku University, Graduate School of Law
Researchgate profile ||

maiaroots@law.tohoku.ac.jp

My research project:
My area of research is civil law, more specifically family law. In addition to researching Japanese law, I have
also been conducting comparative research, including Japanese, German and English law. My main focus is
on the parent-child relationship after the divorce of the parents, and, more recently, the law concerning
1

stepfamilies. I have published some papers in Japanese , and have also presented at the conference of the
International Society for Family Law. More recently, I have been asked to be country reporter for Japan for the
next Congress of the International Academy of Comparative Law. My task is to report on the current state of
multi-cultural challenges in family law in Japan.

My career path:
I received my Master and Doctorate of Law from Tohoku University (TU), where I am now an assistant
professor. I have minimal teaching load and can spend considerable time doing research, although I am
occasionally required to do odd jobs for more senior professors. On the whole, it is a good position. I am not
encumbered with administrative duties like most academic staff at Japanese universities. I receive an individual
Kakenhi grant, and am included in a bigger grant led by a professor from TU. TU has an expanding support
system for promoting the research and careers of female researchers (especially those, like myself, with
families), from which I have greatly benefitted. TU Graduate School of Law is not very international, and I am
expected to adapt to the Japanese way of working, exclusively in Japanese. I believe making an effort to adapt
and mastering the language is a good way to go. For now I intend to pursue an academic career in Japan.

My relation to Europe:
I received my Bachelor`s degree from Tartu University (Estonia). As I do a lot of comparative law research, and
as there is increasing interest in Japanese law in Europe, I have formed ties with researchers from Europe for
joint projects. For example, at the moment I am part of an international panel for gender and law in Japan, and
we hope to present about our research at a conference in the UK next year. Visiting scholars from Europe
spend time researching at our graduate school, and faculty members from Tohoku University quite often spend
extended periods of time studying abroad and doing research in Europe. There are scholarships available for
this, and the person researching abroad naturally receives their regular salary during this period as well. I hope
to take advantage of this in the future, hopefully researching or perhaps getting an additional degree in some
European country.
1

ローツ・マイア「面会交流と子供の立場―ドイツでの子供の交流拒否をめぐる議論を中心に―」
『法学』
第 77 巻第 3 号 150 頁-185 頁（2013 年）
ローツ・マイア「父母の別居・離婚後の親子関係―面会交流における「子の利益」を中心に(1)・(2)」
『法
学』第 80 巻 5 号 60-85 頁（2016 年） 、第 81 巻 3 号 26-75 頁（2017 年）
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T04 - Dr. Gerald AUER, Postdoc, Austrian
JAMSTEC, Dept. of Biogeochemistry
Researchgate Profile || gerald.auer@jamstec.go.jp

My research project:
The Indonesian Gateway is the last tropical connection between the Earth‟s oceans. It connects the Pacific
Ocean to the Indian Ocean via surface currents flowing through the Indonesian archipelago, which form the
so-called Indonesian Throughflow (ITF).The ITF allows the flow of warm, nutrient poor waters from the warm
Western Pacific into the Indian Ocean north of Australia, and forms an important part of the global ocean
conveyor belt moving water masses through the oceans. Using samples gathered during International Ocean
Discovery Project Expedition 356 we aim to reconstruct the influence of ITF variability on the Indian Ocean
around 3.0 - 3.8 million years ago in the Early Pliocene, a time characterized by fundamental changes in the
Earth‟s climate. In particular, the ongoing constriction of the Indonesian Gateway around 4.0 – 3.0 million years
ago is a commonly evoked cause for these intense changes. This study aims to provide new insights into the
influence of ITF on global climate and fill a critical gap in our knowledge about the climatic evolution of the
Indian Ocean.

My career path:
My position in Japan is my first Postdoc after finishing my PhD in Austria. While I thought myself prepared to
leave the sheltered environment of my home and alma mater, it is a very exciting experience for sure.
Especially since I was successful in getting additional funding here in Japan, which was not possible in Europe.
However, doing research requires some interest and a willingness to collaborate on all levels of the institutional
hierarchy, which can at times be difficult. Through this, I found that it can be complicated to get in touch with
people who can really help you. But once you do, they are always happy to assist. Some hurdles also arise
from very different attitudes towards interpersonal interaction, based on both language and cultural attitudes
towards hierarchy, leaving you at times lost and isolated. Such differences, however, can certainly be
overcome by forging connections and learning the Japanese language and distinctive (research) culture.

My relation to Europe:
I started work in Japan in April 2017 in order to peruse research related to the Indian Ocean and the ITF, which
I intend to pursue further, even after my time here ends. Based on its international character, the project is
heavily involved with a global team of collaborators, most of them at European institutions from Sweden,
Norway, Germany and Austria. While eventually returning to Europe is certainly at the back of my head, and
potential opportunities are available, at the moment I am enjoying the experiences a position in Japan offers.
Also, considering the current state of academia in Europe, hoping to be able to pick and choose where to go, is
essentially a pipe-dream. While external funding provides that opportunity, permanent positions are virtually
non-existent. Although switching to the industry sector is certainly an option, at the moment I want to continue
in academia, which unfortunately limits the possibilities of a return to Europe in the long-term.
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T05 - Ms. Flore CASTELLAN, PhD Candidate, French
University of Tokyo, Dept. of Biological Sciences, Laboratory of Embryology
Linkedin Profile || castellanflore@gmail.com

My research project:
During pregnancy, entire cells are transferred through the placenta from the mother to the foetus. These
maternal cells can survive over decades after birth in the progeny, at the low frequency of 1 cell for 100,000
host cells [Gammil, Int J Dev Biol. 2010]. While this phenomenon is widespread among healthy subjects,
numerous studies report higher concentrations of maternal cells in the blood and tissues of patients of infantile
pathologies. In some cases these cells are believed to contribute to tissue repair, but this hosting of foreign
cells might also trigger an immune conflict within the host, a potential pathogenetic mechanism formulated as
the materno-foetal immune disease hypothesis [Irie, Reproductive Sys Sexual Disord. 2011].
To test this hypothesis in a model disease of neonatal liver disorder, I am building a transgenic mouse strain to
specifically deplete maternal cells within the pup‟s body. By comparing the disease progression in the presence
and absence of maternal cells, I hope to gain insights in maternal cells‟ behaviour and function.

My career path:
I am currently doing my PhD, which started in April 2017. My main difficulty so far, and still ongoing, has been
to be financed. I applied twice, and was rejected twice, to the government-financed JSPS DC1 and DC2
scholarships. The problem seems to be a lower score in the “research achievements” category: indeed,
students entering PhD in Japan may have been performing research since their undergraduate and may have
already published a paper. I am getting by right now with both Teaching Assistant and Research Assistant
funds from the university and payments from research grant money as “part-time job” for additional technical
work, while still applying to some competitive private organization scholarships. Had I been aware of this
situation beforehand, I would have applied to the MEXT scholarship from my home country.
Concerning research grants, I wrote a KAKENHI application last year that my teacher had to translate and
submit in his name, and we obtained a full funding of my research project.

My relation to Europe:
While there is no official collaboration yet, there are on-going discussions about a future collaboration with a
professor from Hannover Medical School, met recently during an international conference in Sendai. Europe is
very attractive to me for a future postdoc, particularly when thinking of the opportunities given by European
funding programmes to be part of an international collaboration project and to learn from both interdisciplinary
and transnational mobility.
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T06 - Dr. Eliza Olivia LUNGU, Postdoc, Romanian
Kyoto University, Grad. Sch. of Science
Linkedin Profile || eliza.olivia.lungu@gmail.com

My research project:
Over the last 30 years international trade acquired “new flavors” by extending its long-lasting cross-border
flows in goods with flows in know-how, investment, people, services, tasks etc. or what practitioners call global
supply chains (GSCs). The process of cross-country production fragmentation started in 1980s and increased
towards the 2000s dues to inclusion in the global trade network of formally closed economies (e.g. China,
ex-communist countries from Eastern Europe), reduction in the product coordination costs as a consequence
of technological innovations in IT, decrease in transportation costs, trade frictions and other trade barriers.
Currently, GSCs are the norm in producing goods and services, but their nature and dynamics are barely
understood. We propose a new methodology to study GSCs framed in the econophysics perspective (complex
networks, power laws, entropy).

My career path:
I first came to Japan in 2014 as a JSPS Postdoc and spend the next 2 years at Kyoto University conducting
research on occupational mobility. Prior to that I worked in Bucharest as a full-time researcher on labour market
(2009 – 2014), received my PhD in economics (2012), worked as Civilian Intern/Operational Research Analyst
at NATO HQ SACT, USA (2007 – 2008). Before arriving to Japan, I had already an extensive international
experience by working in multinational teams as project responsible or national expert in international projects
founded by EU Structural Fund, CEDEFOP, European Commission; attending international conferences and
summer schools. Now in Japan, I am part of new international collaboration teams, mostly US-JP, but I don‟t
travel so much abroad, since internationally travelling from Japan is rather costly; from almost monthly
international travelling I am now at the level of 1, 2 conferences per year.

My relation to Europe:
By working for an extended period as a researcher in Romania, I have created connections with the research
institutes in Romania. During my stay in Japan I managed to partly maintain them and for example I will
organize a joint conference in Romania for next summer. But I would admit it‟s rather difficult to maintain a
strong collaboration, due to distance, disconnection from their daily realities, lack of face to face contact, no
common funded research grant etc. From my experience as a non-Japanese speaker I would say it‟s much
easier to construct a career in EU and especially in your home country; but if you want to broaden your view I
think this struggling is necessary, especially as an economist. For the next two years I will be in Japan but after
that I would like to return in Europe and transfer the knowledge I acquired here.
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T07 - Mr. Ryuugo MOCHIZUKI, PhD Candidate, Japanese
Kyushu Institute of Technology, Grad. Sch. of Life Science and Systems Engineering
Researchgate Profile || mochizuki-ryuugo@edu.brain.kyutech.ac.jp

My research project:
I am involved in creating an automatic, intelligent navigation system for Automated Guided Vehicles (AGVs).
The system is based on image sensors. Currently, AGVs are used in large facilities such as in factories, but
their guidance is mainly performed through magnetic tapes, which renders changing layouts painful for users:
get rid of the magnetic tape guidance would be desirable.
I am trying to introduce intelligence in my system to allow it to select important visual features in its camera
images in order to discriminate locations within the working environment. Saliency of image features is a key
for recognising locations. Nowadays, cloud robotics are in fashion. If one uses cloud services to improve
recognition capacity, servers will be required to analyse all sensor data from the AGVs, which will lead to an
explosion of network traffic. My work focuses on building in-situ recognition ability for AGVs.

My career path:
Until 2015, I worked on the topic of (digital) image stitching applied to cleaning robots for ships. I also served as
a Teaching Assistant in robotics, where I gave courses on classic control theory and image processing.
As I expect to obtain my PhD by Summer 2018, I am planning to work for academia in France. One of my plans
is creating assistance systems for vision impaired or Alzheimer patients. Indoors for example, GPS cannot be
helpful because its waves have limited reach in buildings. Scene recognition systems will be necessary.
Healthy humans can recognise their location easily through their capacity to distinguish important features to
discriminate objects, or understand relationships between objects. Such scene abstractions can be processed
by saliency detection artificially.

My relation to Europe:
I have no ongoing cooperation projects with Europe for now. but I have had an experience of studying abroad,
at LaBRI (Informatics lab., University of Bordeaux, France) for fifty days from December in 2015 with support
from my home Graduate School. I now still work on a similar topic and therefore sometimes report my research
progress to them. Currently I have a plan to go back to France for job hunting to become a researcher. I am
therefore looking for information on available funding to achieve this objective.
Overall, Europe is attractive to me, because it has a profound history is profound (as well as Japan); but also
because many companies in my domain are implanted there. I also want to take advantage of my future stay to
communicate with many researchers from various countries. The opportunity of learning from various cultures
and languages will be precious to me.
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T08 - Dr. Malek MOHAMMAD ABDUL, Researcher, Bangladeshi
Kyoto University, Division of Natural Resource Economics
Researchgate Profile || Google Scholar Profile || malekr25@gmail.com

My research project: (with Md. Amzad Hossain, Minhaj Mahmud and Yasuyuki Sawada)
In this project, we examine the role of an innovative, customized agricultural microcredit program for tenant
farmers implemented by BRAC (World Largest NGO) in facilitating farmers risk coping and taking strategies
when experiencing various shocks. We use data generated through a 3ie funded impact study project and
village level covariate shocks for 2012, 2013 and 2014, collected in 2014. We model farmers' behavior towards
technology adoption to show the agricultural micro credit as an insurance mechanism and use the standard
two stage regression techniques for empirical investigation. Our first stage regression shows that shocks
increase considerably credit uptake among the treatment groups and the second stage local average treatment
effect shows significant impact on different outcome indicators, namely, self- reported purpose of BCUP credit
use, land use, technology adoption, shifting day laboring to self-employment, farmers‟ income, consumption
independence and subjective wellbeing. To our knowledge, this is the first study that uses a randomized control
trial design to examine the impact of a tailored microcredit on facilitating farmers‟ risk coping capacities.

My career path:
By training I am a Rural/Agricultural and Development Economist and have been nominated as Executive
Committee Member (2017-2020) for the Asian Society of Agricultural Economists (ASAE). In my post-PhD
career (2010 to 2017), while I was working with Bangladesh (BRAC), Germany (University of Bonn- Centre for
Development Research/ZEF) and Japan (The University of Tokyo and Kyoto University), I had been able to
implement seven research projects with the funding support from 3ie, IGC, Gates Foundation, DFAT, JSPS, etc.
either as PI or Co-PI with globally renowned agricultural and development economists. However, at this stage
of my career, I am facing difficulty to initiate new projects/programs without having a tenured/long-term position
in more international context.

My relation to Europe:
I worked with ZEF, Bonn as Senior Researcher from August 2012 to Dec 2014 and as Visiting Senior
Researcher at May-Dec 2015 with two projects - TIGA and WATSAN. Both projects have been successfully
completed but not extended due to funding reason. The lessons, experiences and network I gained from those
projects and other collaborative/professional works could be instrumental to initiate more challenging
projects/programs if I would have a suitable tenured or long-term position, preferably in Germany or any other
English speaking working environment of Europe/Asia. Over my 17 years‟ career, since I have gained diverse
perspective on development issues to work with the Government, INGO and University/think tanks, I can
initiate the development research/programs which can generate significant international public policy and
academic interest especially for the marginalized communities, more specifically, in the areas of bio economy
and climate smart agricultural technologies, agricultural microcredit, micro insurance, social business, etc.

12

European Research Day 2017
4 December | Delegation of the European Union to Japan, Tokyo

T09 - Dr. Lyle DE SOUZA, Postdoc, British
Kyoto University, Institute for Research in Humanities
Academia Profile || superlyle7@gmail.com

My research project:
My current project is titled „The Literature of the Japanese Diaspora: Identity Beyond Japan‟. I examine cultural
identity in novels by people of Japanese descent (Nikkei) in countries around the world from the 1980s to
present. I argue that these novels question racial representation in dominant historical narratives and minority
power relations in contemporary society. I perform close readings using a lens of cultural studies inflected by
literary theory in order examine the construction of cultural identity of a modern diaspora. My preliminary
conclusion is that cultural identities constructed by Nikkei writers, rather than offering narratives expressing
Nikkei diversity, are political and contingent on the historical or social circumstances they seek to address. I
would like to conduct short periods of fieldwork in European countries with Nikkei writers. I plan to publish a
book and several articles on this topic over the next three years.

My career path:
My position as a JSPS Postdoctoral Fellow at Kyoto University has shown me that the humanities are taken as
seriously in Japan as they are in Europe, albeit by a smaller and more tightly-knit academic network. This is
encouraging in the face of the Japanese government‟s recent attempt to cull the majority of humanities
departments. JSPS provides ideal working conditions: a generous kakenhi, minimal service or teaching,
excellent support both personal and professional. European fellowships could benefit by adopting this
approach. I intend to continue my academic career in Japan, although my research requires maintaining close
collaborations with European universities which is where EURAXESS is so valuable. Even with fluency in
Japanese it can be difficult to identify opportunities for international collaboration. Attending conferences helps,
but the individualised attention coupled with the ever-improving resources offered by EURAXESS Japan are
key.

My relation to Europe:
I need to maintain a strong relationship with Europe even if I continue to work in Japan, not only for conducting
fieldwork for my current project but for my next project which will take a comparative approach to
understanding multiculturalism in Japan. Over the next three years, I would like to conduct my research during
the summer period based at European institutions most likely in the UK, France, and Germany which each
have the largest Nikkei populations. There are numerous small grants available from Japanese universities,
companies, and other organisations. There is some funding too from the European side. The difficulty is not so
much the availability of funding rather obtaining permission from one‟s university to spend a significant period
every year away. The benefits of collaborating with European colleagues are huge since Europe is seen as a
leader in fields such as cultural identity and multiculturalism and Japan as a country which has much to learn.
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T10 - Dr. Dolores MODIC, Postdoc, Slovenian
Kyushu University, Faculty of Law / AiRIMaQ
Linkedin Profile || dollymod@gmail.com

My research project:
My research interests lie in university technology transfer and especially university licensing. I am focusing on
(foremost technology, but also organisational and institutional level) factors and outcomes of university
licensing. In terms of outcomes, I am interested in possible definition of successful licensing; from out-the-door
dimensions (the scope, licensing speed, direct income generation), to impact (leveraging, supporting long-term
university-industry relationships and support of the national and regional innovation systems via licensed
technologies – geographical dimension.
I work with university level (administrative) patenting, licensing and other agreements data from U.S. and
Japan; employing quantitative research techniques and lately also starting also using network analysis. The
aim of my research is to broaden the understanding of university licensing and technology transfer, as well as
to provide suggestions for the optimization of licensing processes at individual universities.

My career path:
My professional preparation includes a a Bachelor, Master of Laws and Magister Scientiam in Law and a PhD
in Sociology. I have had a lively career; starting as an apprentice at a lawyer‟s office, being a teaching and
research assistant and working for a high-technology company. I have 5 years of experience in the private
sector and 6 years in HEI. During 2015, I was a Fulbright Scholar at UNC Chapel Hill, U.S.A.
I came to Kyushu University as a JSPS fellow end of 2017. Surprisingly, my department is fairly relaxed.
Unfortunately, the language barrier exists – which is an experience I needed to adapt to as I speak several
languages. Furthermore, my strongest research collaboration is actually connected to University of Tokyo –
hence, even if there are no interested collaborators in the immediate surroundings, being active and attending
various meetings can get you in touch with suitable collaborators. I believe most likely I will return to Europe, as
I am unsure if I can find a suitable position in Japan

My relation to Europe:
I am still very much involved with higher education institutions in Slovenia; mostly due to several projects being
implemented in this past year, which I co-authored and FIS is leading. E.g. the 2 mil EUR Interreg Danube
project InnoHPC, or the Slovenian National Technology Transfer Office project. Furthermore, I still cooperate
with European experts, e.g. with Nadja Damij (Northumbria, UK) on a forthcoming Palsgrave publication or with
Javier Changalouisa (Jenna University, Germany), on technology transfer and licensing research. Hence, I
have established new contacts also in this year, especially with researchers from Nord University, Norway and
Bologna Business School, Italy. Both would be great options for a future position, due to our similar interests in
TT and U-I collaboration, but to large degree are pending a successful application for a project or a grant. I am
contemplating on applying for a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Grant or a similar individual grant.
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T11 - Dr. Ana SAN GABRIEL, Associate General Manager, Spanish
Ajinomoto Co. Inc, Global Communication & Science Group
Online CV || ana_sangabriel@ajinomoto.com

My research project:
Umami taste, the fifth basic taste or the savoury taste of broths, cheese and tomato, is the base for cooking
traditional Japanese dishes. Like the Mediterranean diet, which has been widely studied in the last fifteen years
and accepted as a healthy dietary pattern, the Japanese traditional cuisine (Washoku) is rich in ingredients that
are thought to contribute to positive health outcomes such as vegetables, fish, fruits, soy or whole grains.
However, the Mediterranean diet has a higher caloric density, whereas in Washoku dashi or kelp seaweed
broth is in almost every recipe. In 2013, Washoku became part of the UNESCO intangible cultural heritage,
which has pushed for more research on the health contribution of Washoku in Japan. The country has one of
the populations with the longest healthy life span and the lowest prevalence of dietary related cancers
compared to other Western nations. Recently, Japanese studies have shown that a close adherence to
government dietary recommendations result in lower premature mortality. We believe that the concept of
Washoku of lower oil levels and a skilful use of umami taste, can contribute to reducing the prevalence of
1

overweight and obesity that is now a worldwide epidemic.

My career path:
My impression is that very few food companies in Europe and globally are doing basic research on food and
metabolism. Japanese companies tend to invest more on basic research, although this trend is changing as
well and there is a tendency for more applied science in the last 5 years. There are many interesting
opportunities in corporate research but the price is that you cannot focus specifically on your personal interests,
but on the interest of the company so freedom of research topics are limited. Otherwise, there are opportunities
for participation in international congresses and to have a wide and important research network that if you don't
work for an influential lab is not easy to build.

My relation to Europe:
We have collaborated with the Nutrition Department of the University of Navarra in Spain to prepare summer
courses in San Sebastian about healthy eating, satiety, satisfaction, and taste perception for nutritionists and
nutrition students (bachelors and master students). In the course, we had the opportunity to also give a
practical lecture on cooking and experiencing umami taste at the renowned Basque Culinary Centre in San
Sebastian. As a result, our course has received the highest evaluation by participants. This collaboration was
important for us because the head of the Nutrition Department at the University of Navarra is the current
President of the International Union of Nutritional Science. The next International congress will take place in
Tokyo in 2021 and my company, Ajinomoto, wants to be a major sponsor in this event.
1

BALDEON et al., Amino Acids 2014; Matsumoto et al., Am J Physiol Cell Physiol. 2013; San Gabriel & Uneyama, Amino
Acids 2013; Lei et al., Front Biosci 2012

15

European Research Day 2017
4 December | Delegation of the European Union to Japan, Tokyo

T12 - Dr. Pavlos DIMITRIOU, Research Scientist, Greek
AIST Fukushima Renewable Energy Research Institute
Linkedin Profile || Researchgate Profile || p.dimitriou@aist.go.jp

My research project:
The Fukushima prefecture, after the disastrous nuclear power accident in 2011, has adopted a strategy of
promoting renewable energy with a goal of 100% by 2040. The transition to a fully renewable economy is a
challenging mission and efforts are required for the development of highly efficient renewable energy
generation and conversion methods. The Fukushima Renewable Energy Institute (FREA) of AIST develops
innovative technologies for promoting renewable energy. The Institute acts as an international research and
development hub targeting at industry promotion and revitalization of the disaster-affected areas. My role as a
Research Scientist is to perform advanced experimental and simulation investigations on hydrogen-fuelled
internal combustion (IC) engines and energy regeneration systems for reducing greenhouse emissions
towards a green economy.

My career path:
I obtained my Master and PhD in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Sussex in the UK. My PhD
course was fully-funded by the EU through the INTERREG IV 2 Seas Programme. During my time at the
University of Sussex, I was also involved as a Research Officer in an EU funded cluster for the dissemination of
results from eight European projects to industry and society. Before moving to Japan, I had a two year and a
half employment as a researcher at the University of Bath (UK). In May 2016, I had a visiting research
fellowship at Waseda University. Although I have been in Japan for a short time only, I already noticed some
significant differences on how individual and teamwork activities are performed. For the following years, I am
willing to stay in Japan, and would be very interested in getting some industrial experience. However, I am
aware that the hardest obstacle to overcome is the Japanese language fluency required by most companies.

My relation to Europe:
I am currently awaiting the results of two applications I submitted as a principal investigator (Daiwa
Anglo-Japanese Foundation – 1.5M JPY, Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation – 1M JPY) for research funds to
support the establishment of an international network of collaboration between AIST and the University of Bath.
The aim of the network is to support research activities for the promotion of renewable hydrogen as a fuel for IC
engines. This collaboration aims at reducing Japan`s and global dependency on fossil fuels and mitigating the
climate-changing greenhouse emissions. Moreover, I am currently in discussion with companies and
universities in Europe targeting at building an international network of connections for further enhancing the
recognition and reputation of my work.
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T13 - Dr. Eva KNOCH, Postdoc, German
RIKEN Research Center for Sustainable Resource Science
Linkedin Profile || eva.knoch@riken.jp

My research project:
Plants produce a large variety of chemicals, called phytochemicals, to communicate, adapt to the environment,
and defend themselves against herbivores, pathogens and environmental stresses. Since ancient times we
humans have used these phytochemicals for our own benefit: as medicine, poison, spice, etc. Prominent
examples are morphine, caffeine, the anti-malarial compounds quinine and artemisinin, and the anti-cancer
drug taxol. We have just scratched the surface; nature harbours a lot of chemicals to be used as potential
pharmaceuticals. My research is focused on elucidating the biosynthetic pathways of potentially valuable
phytochemicals, with an aim to understand the molecular biology and biochemistry behind, in order to enable
sustainable production of these chemicals in the future.

My career path:
Originally from Germany, I went to the University of Copenhagen, Denmark for my bachelor-, master-, and
PhD-studies in plant cell wall biology, with a one year stay in California. After my PhD I thought of returning to
Germany for a postdoc, but was ineligible to apply for German funding. Having studied in Denmark I did no
longer count as a German scientist, but had spent too little time abroad to count as foreign researcher. So I
stayed in Copenhagen for another two years as postdoc studying plant biochemistry. I then moved to the
RIKEN national research institute, Japan, with a grant from the Carlsberg Foundation in 2015, and have just
prolonged my stay with another grant from JSPS. Currently I am applying for funding to return to Europe. I plan
to join a lab in Vienna with an interesting research focus that will develop my independent research profile so
that I can start building my own group after that. However, while I had several options for an outgoing fellowship,
I find there are limited grants to apply for to return to Europe, MSCA being one of the few.

My relation to Europe:
Although I keep in contact with previous colleagues and mentors in Europe, I have no current scientific
collaborations with European researchers. I found that many Japanese researchers in my field are focusing
mostly on national collaborations, with few scientists attending international conferences. RIKEN has been a
good place to do a postdoc, with skilled colleagues and an independent research project, and I have grown as
a person and a scientist. Personally, the language barrier limited my full integration with further career
progression here in Japan, and I am now applying for funding to return to Europe. Although it is sparse, there
are some great opportunities for young, international researchers to build an independent research group.
Visiting European research institutions after moving to Japan I was inspired by the diversity and energy,
openness and interest in each other‟s research. And I realised that I want to build my further career in this kind
of community.
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T14 - Dr. Aurelien KEREVER, Assistant Professor, French
Juntendo University, Research Institute for Diseases of Old Age
Researchgate Profile || aurelien@juntendo.ac.jp

My research project:
I work in the field of neurosciences where I use confocal microscopy imaging as my primary tool to investigate
the role of extracellular matrix (ECM) in brain development and in brain ageing. The extracellular matrix is the
environment in which cells resides, that provide both structural and biochemical support. This research topic is
articulated around a series of research projects. First, we study of the role of ECM structures in the aging
neurogenic niche (the place in the adult brain where new neurons can be generated). Second, we investigate
the role of ECM during the formation/organisation of the cortex in a mouse model of autism. We are also
interested in the development of new approaches in cell culture like growing neural stem cell onto
decellularized brain tissue (brain slice from which cell have been removed so only ECM remain as a scaffold).
Finally, we perform 3D deep imaging of transparent mouse brain in order to help refine magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) observation.

1

My career path:
How can the adult brain generate new neurons? The study of this process called neurogenesis is what got me
into research as an undergraduate student. While attending University in Reims, France, I moved to the
University of Hawaii for one year to do research. I later joined the University of Paris VI as a graduate student. I
carried out my PhD training between the University of Paris VI, University of Hawaii, and Juntendo University in
Tokyo (JSPS fellowship). After graduating I came back to Juntendo University as a Postdoc in 2011. I obtained
a second JSPS fellowship in 2015. After completion of this fellowship in march 2017, I remained in Juntendo
University as an assistant professor. I recently obtained a start-up kakenhi. While I have no academic duties, I
do mentor numerous students (between second and six grade of medical studies) in my laboratory.

My relation to Europe:
We have two ongoing collaborations with European teams. One with the team “Oligodendrocyte Development
and Neurovascular Interactions” from the ICM institute in Paris. The second with a team from Netherlands
(Institute for Molecular Life Science, Nijmegen). In addition, I am involved in creating a line of communication
between Juntendo and the University of Paris VI with the intent to form a memorandum of understanding to
facilitate the exchange of student and bring new funding opportunities. We already successfully sent 3 students
to do research work in Paris this June, we expect to repeat the experience and strengthen the ties between our
two institutions in the coming years. On a personal level, I wish to eventually go back to France but there are
few opportunities for academic positions. In the meantime, I am lucky to benefit from the support of my current
institution.

1

Kerever et al., 2007, 2014, 2015 ; Yamada et al.,2017; Kerever et al., 2015 ; Kamagata et al., 2016 ; Sato et al., 2017
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T15 - Dr. Lesa THOMPSON, PhD Candidate, British & Irish
Hokkaido University, Grad. Sch. of Veterinary Medicine
Researchgate Profile || lesa.thompson@ymail.com

My research project:
Malaria kills almost half a million people annually. The insecticide DDT is still used (under WHO guidelines) to
control its insect vector in many countries, although it is classified as carcinogenic to people. We collected
samples from free-ranging chickens living in a region in South Africa which routinely sprays DDT in homes.
Contamination levels in both chicken meat and eggs result in an increased risk of cancer to people consuming
the products. Analysis of genes in liver samples (high throughput-screening of 44,000 genes using microarray
chip analysis, followed by quantitation of individual gene expression using qPCR) has identified a significant
correlation between DDTs and down-regulation of several genes involved in the chicken‟s innate immune
system. Current work on laboratory-exposed chickens is using metabolomics (assessing the “chemical
fingerprint” of cellular processes) to further ascertain the toxic effects of DDTs. It is hoped that results from this
research may be used to aid policy makers in decisions regarding pesticide use.

1

My career path:
After graduating from the University of Edinburgh, I worked in veterinary practice before returning for intern,
resident and lecturer positions. During my MSc, I met staff and students visiting from Hokkaido University,
through whom I secured a “Leading Program” scholarship and started a PhD course at Hokkaido University, for
which I obtained a JSPS scholarship. I needed guidance from Japanese professors for application preparation.
Working in a Japanese laboratory has difficulties, for example presenteeism, and it has helped to discuss
expectations with other international students. Although my experience would be well-recognised in Europe, I
intend to remain in Japan. I realise that my age and gender make it more difficult to find my niche here so I am
flexible about my future, be that in academia or industry. I‟ll first focus on Japanese language studies.

My relation to Europe:
I have maintained close ties with my alma mater. Currently, this is simplified by the annual student exchange
with Hokkaido University, and my previous mentor has a major role in postgraduate programmes globally. I
have engaged on a one-to-one basis with UK institutions through JSPS funding, including a research
collaboration with another PhD student. This was possible through JSPS funding, because it is generous and it
allowed me to have some autonomy. There is a close relationship with Hokkaido University and University
College Dublin. I have participated for two years in the PhD student exchange program (in Sapporo and Dublin).
I‟ve also assisted in a collaboration with UK and US institutions running training workshops in Indonesia,
facilitated by my UK and Japanese experience, contacts and knowledge.
As mentioned above, I hope to remain in Japan after graduation from the PhD program, but am keen to
strengthen and encourage links with European and Japanese institutions and people.
1

Thompson, LA et al., Food Add Contam 34-11, 2017, 1959-1969
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T16 - Dr. Marco PELLITTERI, Research Fellow, Italian
Kobe University, Dept. of Sociology
Online CV || marco.pellitteri@gmail.com

My research project:
This presentation is an outlook of the current and previous research projects that I have been conducting since
2013 as a guest research fellow at Kobe University, with successive support from the Japan Foundation, the
JSPS, and lately from the Hoso Bunka Foundation (an organisation affiliated vith NHK) and the Toshiba
International Foundation.
The first project focused on the representations of Japan and the Japanese in Italian, French and German
newspapers from 1991 to 2011 in relation to the boom of Japanese comics (manga) and animation (anime) in
these three countries. The second was a multi-technique analysis of the impact and success of Japanese pop
culture in the European national markets where the reception of these forms of entertainment has been
substantial, and up to a point it includes results from the previous project, since the two of them should be seen
as intertwined. The third one focuses on the entrepreneurial, broadcasting-related, and overall commercial as
well as cultural aspects of the arrival and impact of Japanese animation in the European markets from the
mid-1970s to present day. Results of my works related to these topics have been appearing in several
publications in Japanese, English, and Italian.

My career path:
My experience as a European researcher here in Japan has been positive despite two potential problems: the
preference in many Japanese university departments for foreign scholars who are already fluent in Japanese
and the higher importance there assigned to English native speakers over scholars who, besides holding a
fluent academic English as second language, are moreover proficient in other languages.
My current interest, besides that of finding a teaching/research appointment in a Japanese university in one of
my fields of expertise, is to explore my chances as an applicant to a “Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions”
individual research fellowship as an Incoming Fellow.

My relation to Europe:
I have a non-paid affiliation with “Ca‟ Foscari” University in Venice, which allowed me to become a recipient of a
Toshiba International Foundation research grant for 2017. This light affiliation mainly served the purpose of my
application to the Toshiba International Foundation research grants; but it can constitute the premise for a
possible application as a Curie fellowship as an incoming fellow.
I am eager to apply for a fellowship grant from the EU, as an incoming fellow. I have a successful history as a
fundraiser and my projects have often been appreciated. While I want to obtain a teaching position, my
preference goes to research. As a potential incoming fellow I could get both.
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Special Session A:
European Research Area (ERA) overview and actors, elevator pitch & networking

The purpose of this session is to present an overview of the European Research Area (ERA) and provide
space for its constituent countries to showcase their research and innovation landscape, as well as
employment and cooperation opportunities for researchers and institutions.
Discussion and networking will continue during lunch, where participants will present posters to the
audience.
12:00 - „What is the European Research Area?‟
Dr. Matthieu PY, EURAXESS Japan
12:10: Elevator pitch by some ERA countries:
- France: Ms. Cerise Randon, Science and Technology Section, Embassy of France in Japan
- Germany: Ms. Saiki Hase, Deputy Director, DFG office Tokyo
- Hungary: Dr. Gyorgyi Juhasz, Science and Technology Attache, Embassy of Hungary in Japan
- Italy: Ms Nadia Lombardo, Science and Technology Cooperation Officer, Embassy of Italy in Japan
- Spain: Dr. Francisco J. Jimenez-Espejo, President, ACE Japon
- Switzerland: Ms. Kyoko Suzuki, Deputy Head, Science & Technology Office Tokyo, Embassy of
Switzerland in Japan
12:40: Networking over lunch. Participating countries & organisations (booths in lobby area):
- European Research Area (ERA)
- EURAXESS Centres
- Austria
- France
- Germany
- Hungary
- Israel
- Italy
- Spain
- Switzerland
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Special Session B:
Structured networking training for researchers
The session will present the latest results from the 2016 EURAXESS Survey of European Researchers in
Japan. Launched in December 2015 and open until April 2016, this survey obtained 260 responses from
European researchers based in Japan at that time. It is so far the only survey targeting solely European
researchers in Japan and providing a comprehensive overview of their career paths, expectations for the
future and relation to Europe. While the survey results are still to be published, some of the findings of the
survey will be briefly presented, and discussion with the audience will be engaged over critical points.
The session will also provide a first feedback on the newly launched EURAXESS Japan Grant Proposal
Peer-Review Service. In September 2017, this service was launched to grant researchers based in Japan
access to a free, voluntary-basis platform for proposing (as applicants) and reviewing (reviewers) draft
grant proposals. Although very new, the service has already attracted many potential reviewers, but no
applicant to date (4 Dec. 2017). Details and functioning of the service will be presented and discussed
with the audience.
Speaker: Dr. Matthieu Py, EURAXESS Japan
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Special Session C:
European Researchers in Japan: Career Paths and Future Opportunities
By Dr. Camedda, University of Edinburgh, via video-conference

Networking is a vital component of the lifelong learning process, especially within the academic careers of
young researchers that aim to develop a professional profile internationally.
Trans-national networking is becoming recognised to a greater extent as an important instrument with
which to mutually adjust, improve and orientate research worldwide (Goel, Grimpe 2011). Publication
derived from international networking (Faria, Goel 2010) are among the outcomes often sought by
researchers, as well as participation in international research grants.
In the era of internationalisation, universities and institutions across the world recognise the value of
networking in international contexts as a way of fostering research collaboration, mobility exchange and
curriculum improvement from a global perspective (Camedda, Mirman-Flores, Ryan 2017). Yet, young
researchers often struggle to find their own way to build professional relationships that will lead to
effective collaboration (Raj, Fast, Fisher 2017).
In order to promote the culture of international networking and support young researchers in developing
their networking skills, this workshop will offer a space for reflection on this topic as well as practical
activities for networking strategies development.1

Biography: Donatella Camedda has a PhD in Education and is currently working as a post-doctoral researcher
at The University of Edinburgh. Her research interests focus mainly on inclusion and teacher education,
attitudes and practice regarding diversity in educational contexts. She is also involved in an independent
international project about early career researchers and academic networking run with Ana Mirma-Flores and
Ashling Ryan. Donatella is actively involved in teaching in Higher Education at under and post-graduate level.
She conducted workshops and seminars in university courses and for teaching professional development.

1 Camedda, D., Mirman-Flores, A., Ryan, A. (2017). Young researchers need help with academic networking. University World News.

http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20170906091434215
Faria, J., & Goel, R. (2010). Returns to networking in academia. NETNOMICS: Economic Research and Electronic Networking, 11(2),
103-117.
Goel, R., & Grimpe, K. (2013). Active versus passive academic networking: Evidence from micro-level data. The Journal of Technology
Transfer, 38(2), 116-134.
Raj, M., Fast, N., & Fisher, O. (2017). Identity and Professional Networking. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 43(6), 772-784.
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Thank you for attending the ERD 2017! Let’s meet again in 2018!
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