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EURAXESS –
Researchers in Motion
is an initiative of the European
Research Area (ERA) that
addresses barriers to the
mobility of researchers and
seeks to enhance their career
development.
This pan-European effort is
currently supported by over 40
countries, of which we will
profile one in each of our
quarterly EURAXESS Japan
newsletters. In this edition, we
will zoom in on Lithuania.

EURAXESS Japan Quarterly Newsletter

EURAXESS Members in Focus:
Lithuania
From the world‟s most powerful laser through to the extra-resistant glass used
in over 4.5 billion smartphones, Lithuanian innovation is impacting research and
product development globally. So, it‟s not surprising that the 2018 Bloomberg
Innovation Index ranked Lithuania 8th globally for ”tertiary efficiency,” a
category which includes enrolment in higher education and the number of
graduates in key innovation sectors. Companies are currently assembling
international-quality research teams in Lithuania at highly competitive costs, and
there is strong and committed governmental support for R&D.

Research, Development & Innovation in Lithuania
The Ministry of Economy and the Ministry of Education and Science are the
main institutions responsible for the formation and implementation of innovation
policy in Lithuania. The other institutions involved in coordinating and
implementing R&D and innovation policy in Lithuania are:

Lithuania is a country in
the Baltic region of NorthEastern Europe (source:
Wikipedia).




The Research Council of Lithuania, which consists of a Research Fund
and a number of expert committees. The council‟s role is to be an
expert institution, implementing R&D policy and providing competitive
funding.
The Agency for Science, Innovation and Technology (MITA), which is
the national organization for the implementation of innovation policy.
The Research and Higher Education Monitoring and Analysis Centre
(MOSTA), which operates as an advisory institution. It monitors and
evaluates research, higher education and innovation, and other related
activities, and provides evidence-based information and guidance.

The fundamental strategic documents that set the guidelines for innovation
policy in Lithuania are:
 The Science and Innovation Policy Reform guidelines that were issued
by the President's Office and adopted by the Parliament in 2016. This
important policy reform initiative was launched to provide significant
impetus to the country's innovation performance.
Lithuania.travel - your
official tourism gateway to
Lithuania

Lithuania is a member of
the European Union, the
Council of Europe, the
Eurozone, the Schengen
Agreement, NATO and the
OECD.



The Innovation Development Programme 2014–2020. This
programme was drafted with a view to mobilising state resources for
two purposes: firstly, the improvement of Lithuania‟s innovativeness,
and secondly, the continued development of a competitive economy
that is based on high-level knowledge, advanced technologies, skilled
and well-qualified human resources and smart specialisation. The
strategic goal of the programme is to enhance the competitiveness of
the Lithuanian economy through the development of an effective
system that promotes economic innovation.

Q4 2018 | Issue 12 | Page 3 of 17

EURAXESS Japan Quarterly Newsletter


The Research Council of
Lithuania – an expert
institution for scientific
development at a national
level

The Smart Specialization Strategy, which is the main programme of
state support for R&D in Lithuania. The following R&D and innovation
priority areas are defined in the Smart Specialization Strategy: energy
and environmental sustainability; agro-innovation and food
technologies; health technologies and bio technologies; forming an
inclusive and creative society; new production processes; materials and
technologies; transport and logistics; ICT.
In order to fully exploit Lithuania‟s scientific potential, Open R&D Lithuania, a
new platform that brings together the main actors in this field, was launched.
This network consists of 14 Lithuanian universities, 13 research institutes, and
7 science and technology parks. These institutions have united their high-level
R&D intellectual potential, infrastructure and resources in order to provide
science-based solutions to problems in business and society. This
concentration of resources facilitates the creation of new technologies and
products, the provision of R&D services, and the growth of the competitiveness
of all the partners involved.
Support for R&D and innovative technology sectors has been made a national
priority. As a result, between 2006-2013, Lithuania invested EUR411 million to
develop its R&D infrastructure and science valleys. Another EUR679 million will
be put into the further enhancement of Lithuania‟s R&D capacity over the period
2014-2020.

Research Excellence in Lithuania

The Agency for Science,
Innovation and Technology
(MITA) – a national
innovation agency

Enterprise Lithuania – an
agency that promotes
entrepreneurship and
business development

Invest Lithuania – an
investment development
agency that provides free
advice to global
companies interested in
doing business in
Lithuania

Lithuania has been planting seeds which are now bearing fruit, thanks to its
longstanding focus on two areas: developing talents and professionals in
scienctific institutions, and investing into modern R&D equipment (more than
EUR300 million has been invested in the last 7-8 years).
The most significant achievements of Lithuanian researchers to date have been
in the fields of biotechnology, life sciences and lasers.
The most important factor in the success of the Lithuanian laser industry has
been the continuous and diverse collaboration between researchers from
scientific institutions and engineers from the private sector. This collaborative
approach has become the foundation for constantly growing expertise in
cutting-edge laser technologies. The products manufactured by the Lithuanian
laser sector are extremely diverse. They include every kind of laser, along with
optics, electronics, mechanical laser components, assemblies, elements and
more. Lithuania accounts for more than half of the global market of pico-second
laser spectrometers. These are widely exported to European countries, the
USA, Australia, and Asia.
The laser manufacturing sector in Lithuania has recorded 15–20% year on year
growth. Lithuanian laser products are exported to over 100 countries around the
world - the largest clients are laboratories and research centres in the EU, the
USA and Japan.
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Lithuania is known for its world class researchers. For example, Prof. Virginijus
Šikšnys from Vilnius University, working with Emmanuelle Charpentier and
Jennifer A. Doudna, is credited as one of the inventors of CRISPR-Cas9, a
precise nano-tool for editing DNA. These so-called DNA scissors allow
scientists to correct disease-causing mutations and use gene therapy to cure
serious diseases, such as muscular dystrophy, sickle-cell anemia, and some
forms of blindness and cancer.
Another example is Prof. Arminas Ragauskas, a scientist at Kaunas Technology
University who has invented two devices for measuring intracranial pressure
and blood flow. His inventions enable the fast and safe diagnosis of traumatic
brain injuries, strokes, glaucoma and brain tumours. Ragauskas' innovative
measuring devices are important tools for treating intracranial injuries, which are
among the world's deadliest killers.

Recruitment Opportunities

1st in CEE for universitybusiness collaboration in
R&D

Over 25% of students in
Lithuania are enrolled in
innovation related studies
– Science, Mathematics,
Computing and
engineering-related fields

Lithuanian universities and research institutions offer study and employment
opportunities to foreign researchers at all levels of their career, from doctoral
students through to high level researchers. The Research Council of Lithuania
provides a wide range of funding tools for research competence and skills
development. It also works to promote international cooperation and activities to
internationalize research. Foreign researchers are encouraged to work in
Lithuania and, together with Lithuanian researchers, to participate in projects
funded by the Research Council of Lithuania and other initiatives.
The Center for Physical Sciences and Technology (FTMC), the largest nonuniversity research institution in the Baltic States, offers PhD studies in physical
and technological sciences. These study programmes are open to international
students, and talents from Japan are very welcome to apply. Joint project
collaboration is also promoted, and the FTMC looks forward to arranging
exchanges not only of students, but also of scientists and engineers who have
already graduated.
As most research is performed in public universities and research institutes,
these are also where most research jobs are available. Many of the positions
available are published on the EURAXESS webpage.

Funding Opportunities

Lithuania spent EUR411
million on developing its
R&D infrastructure and
science valleys in the
period 2006-2013

Research in Lithuania is primarily financed on the basis of quality competition.
Financing comes from the state budget, foreign funds (mostly EU), and several
institutions.
The Research Council of Lithuania (RCL) is the principal national institution
providing competitive R&D funding in Lithuania. Every year, the RCL publishes
more than 30 calls for proposals. Click here for more information.
Lithuania also offers a wide range of direct and indirect public support for
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business R&D and technological innovation, aimed primarily at boosting private
investment in R&D. State support includes grants and subsidies, financial
engineering schemes, public innovation support services, and R&D tax
incentives on corporate income tax. In Lithuania, business R&D and innovation
support schemes focus on funding R&D, procuring R&D services, and providing
(mainly soft) support for innovation. Funding for innovation is mostly focused on
startup and equity instruments. Click here for more information.

Important information for incoming researchers
The Research Council of Lithuania is the EURAXESS Bridgehead Organization
in Lithuania. The EURAXESS network in Lithuania has 5 members: Kaunas
University of Technology, Mykolas Romeris University, Vilnius Gediminas
Technical University, Vilnius University, and Vytautas Magnus University.
EURAXESS provides incoming researchers with up-to-date information related
to mobility services.

International recognition

Prof. Virginijus Šikšnys – A
Lithuanian biochemist who
has received numerous
international awards,
including the Warren
Alpert Foundation Prize,
the Novozymes Prize and
the shared Kavli Prize in
Nanoscience, for his work
on the invention of
CRISPR-Cas9, a precise
nanotool for editing DNA
which has sparked a
revolution in biology,
agriculture, and medicine.

In 2018, Lithuania launched a new programme aimed at attracting
internationally-recognised foreign researchers to carry out research in smart
specialisation areas and encouraging them to establish themselves in research
and higher education institutions. These researchers are given a range of
opportunities through this programme, including: implementing high-budget
research projects; putting together and leading a research team; transferring
knowledge and experience; and introducing advanced research methods and
new practices. The programme is coordinated by the Research Council of
Lithuania.
For employment opportunities, and to participate in projects coordinated by the
Research Council of Lithuania, foreign researchers should apply directly to their
chosen university or research institute.

Research Cooperation and/or mobility with Japan:
success stories
In May 2016, the Agency for Science, Innovation and Technology (MITA) joined
the CONCERT-Japan programme. This programme aims to enhance
international cooperation between European countries and Japan in the fields of
scientific and technological research and innovation. Projects funded by the
programme must include at least one partner from Japan and two partners from
two different European countries. MITA became the 8th partner of the
programme, which also has partners in France, Hungary, Slovakia, Norway,
Spain, and Turkey.
MITA took part in the programme‟s 5th call for projects, made in April 2018,
which was focused on “Advanced porous materials". One of the most highlyrated projects for this call involved Ferentis, a Lithuanian company, as one of
the participating institutions. The other partners in this project were from the
University of Tokyo (Japan), the University of Hamburg (Germany) and the
University of Santiago de Compostela University (Spain). MITA plans to fund
Lithuanian participants with a total preliminary budget of EUR100,000.
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State level research cooperation between Lithuania and Japan is mostly based
on bilateral agreements related to research implement and funding
organizations. These include a Memorandum of Cooperation in the field of
Science and Technology between the Ministry of Education and Science of the
Republic of Lithuania and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sport, Science and
Technology of Japan for the enhancement of institutional networking and
partnerships (2018), and a Memorandum of Understanding between the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science and the Research Council of Lithuania for
joint research projects and organising seminars (2016).
The Research Council of Lithuania and the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science together organise the annual Japan-Lithuania Sciences Symposium.
These symposiums are focused on discussing research topics of mutual
interest and exploring areas for cooperation between scientists from both
countries. In 2018, the symposium was dedicated to life sciences, where the
researchers focused on ways to improve health and quality of life in society,
including the regeneration of biological tissues and the possibilties for growing
organs.
The Center for Physical Sciences and Technology (FTMC) in Lithuania has
established a partnership with RIKEN corporation. This cooperation includes
having RIKEN‟s Executive Director Prof. Toichiro Matsumoto sitting on the
FTMC‟s International Advisory Board. The International Advisory Board‟s aim is
to bring together talented, world-renowed scientists and industry leaders to
share their experience and expertise in order to help the FTMC to develop.
The FTMC and the Tokyo Institute of Technology have establish a joint project
called “Analysis of Photophysical Processes of Novel Light-emitting Aromatic
Polymers Based on Fast Time Resolved Spectroscopy.” The project aims to
develop photonic materials based on phthalimide compounds and polyimides.

Important Case Studies with Japan
Case Study I: Newly created biomaterials with the potential to be used as
artificial bone substitutes were tested in a collaborative project by Vilnius
University and Kyushu University. New calcium phosphate composites and
glass-ceramic powders were synthesized and characterized by a research
group at Vilnius University led by Prof. A. Kareiva. Meanwhile, Prof. K.
Ishikawa‟s group at Kyushu University analysed bioceramics used in odontology
and orthopedics. The results of their joint research project provided a step
forward in the development of medically relevant bionanomaterials.
Case Study II: Dr. R. Ţurauskienė (Mykolas Romeris University, Vilnius) and
Dr. K. Sugimura (Hiroshima University) investigated identity development in
adolescents and emerging adults, finding similarities between Lithuania and
Japan in this area.
Case Study III: A Lithuanian research group led by Dr. J. Gineikienė (ISM, a
private management and economics university) and a team from the University
of Tokyo (Dr. N. Kondo et al., from the School of Public Health) joined their
efforts in order to understand the factors and cognitive mechanisms driving
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consumers‟ preferences with regards to functional food. The joint project‟s
findings contributed to the literature on health related consumer behavior,
providing insights for policy makers and advancing the regulatory requirements
for developing consumer protection laws and public education campaigns.
Case Study IV: Prof. G. Račiukaitis and Prof. K. Regelskis, laser technology
researchers at the Center for Physical Sciences and Technology (FTMC), have
received Japanese patent (No. 627647) for new laser applications.
Case Study V: Since 2016, the Kaunas Clinic of the Hospital of the Lithuanian
University of Health Sciences has developed a close collaboration with the
Center for Medical Genetics of Japan at Keio University School of Medicine.
In 2017, Dr. Makoto Suematsu and Prof. Kenjiro Kosaki invited Kaunas Clinic to
join an ongoing project called “The Construction of a Comprehensive Genetic
Diagnosis System for Diseases Associated with Chromosomal or Genetic
Changes”. DNA samples of 15 families from Kaunas Clinic have been sent to
the Medical Genetics Center at Keio Medical University, and as a result five rare
diseases have been diagnosed using the whole exome sequencing method.
This technology allows scientists to analyze all the coding sequences of human
DNA, which account for 1.5% of the whole genome and play a key role in the
manifestation of diseases in humans. This collaboration and knowledge sharing
between Lithuanian and Japanese researchers has enabled the understanding
of rare, extremely rare and as yet undiagnosed diseases, which remain a
challenge for clinicians.
The future goal is to develop early diagnostic criteria based on the identification
of genomic DNA and/or DNA damage, and the identification of specific
metabolites.

Lithuania and Japan: geographically distant, but
close-knit partners
According to recently uncovered historical records, probably the first
contact between Japan and Lithuania was established when Yukichi Fukuzawa,
a prominent Japanese public activist, author, one of the founders of modern
Japan, visited Kaunas in 1862. Fukuzawa and his efforts in modernizing Japan
were highly admired by Lithuanian activists at the time, who later on became
significant actors of creating Independent Lithuania in early years of 20th
century.
Kaunas is also quite symbolic city in Lithuanian-Japanese relations – it
is the city, where the first Japanese consulate was established in 1939 by the
prominent Japanese diplomat Chiune Sugihara. There he has issued transit
visas that saved more than 6000 lives of Jewish refugees in the turmoil of World
War 2. Sugihara and his memory is very important to both countries, as it shows
that humanism and sympathy has no nationality, is not limited by any state
borders, and that it can unite geographically and culturally quite distinct nations
indefinitely.
This year is very special for Lithuania – one hundred years ago, on the
16th of February 1918, the Council of Lithuania proclaimed restoration of the
State of Lithuania, and laid foundation for the independent, democratic and
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modern Lithuania of today. We are grateful to Japan, who officially recognized
the restored Republic of Lithuania on the 20th of December 1922. Therefore, in
2022 another significant occasion, marking 100 years of official diplomatic
relations between Japan and Lithuania will be commemorated. After collapse of
Soviet Union, Japan officially recognized the Independent Lithuanian State in
1991, and the re-establishment of the diplomatic relations followed shortly after.
Despite geographical distance between both countries, this almost 100
years of bilateral diplomatic relationship is comprehensive, dynamic, and ever
expanding in various fields: politics, economy, science and education, culture,
people-to-people contacts, with increasing levels of tourism as one of the
elements. As the European Union and Japan share the same attitude to the
importance of free trade and recently signed Strategic and Economic
Partnership Agreements, we are facing unseen prospects of partnership, where
the EU member Lithuania with its ascending competitiveness rankings is
becoming one of the hot spots for foreign direct investment in Europe.
For Lithuania, Japan is the most important partner in trade, tourism,
science and education in Asia and Pacific region. Recently these tendencies
were once again strengthened by high-level visits: Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
visited Lithuania last January, and Prime Minister Saulius Skvernelis paid a
reciprocal visit to Japan in October this year. Both leaders once again confirmed
strong determination to deepen Japanese-Lithuanian exchange not only in
bilateral but also on international level. Special focus was given to scientific and
R&D cooperation between the countries, with its utmost potential in bio-medical
and life sciences, photonics and lasers, ICT, Fintech, block chain and cyber
sectors.
In the field of science, technology and innovation, Japan is Lithuania‟s main
partner in Asia, with dynamicaly growing bilateral economic ties and a
relationship of active cooperation.
Lithuanian R&D and innovation institutions, universities and clusters look
forward to further increasing their cooperation with Japanese research centres
and businesses across a wide range of sectors, but especially in the fields of
industrial technology, life scienes, biotechnology and laser applications. There
are many possibilities for future collaboration more widely. Japanese companies
are actively invited to establish a foothold in the European Union by setting up
in Lithuania, and to work together with other high technology companies based
in Lithuania to create innovations and conduct novel research.
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Hot topic: Update of the roadmap
for research and innovation
cooperation between EU and
Japan, and latest developments
The updated versions of the multi-annual roadmaps for cooperation in research
and innovation with key partner countries and regions were published in
December.
The multi-annual roadmaps implement the EU strategy for international
cooperation in research and innovation, laying out the current state of play and
future areas for cooperation with twelve key partner countries (Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, India, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa,
South Korea and United States) and six regions (Enlargement countries,
Eastern Partnership, Southern Neighbourhood, ASEAN, African Union and
CELAC)
The updates concern developments in the EU's cooperation with these
countries over the last 12 months, including the outcomes of the EU's regular
science and technology cooperation dialogues and the first results of the
implementation of the international cooperation flagships of Horizon 2020 Work
Programme 2018-2020.

Japan as an R&I partner of the EU
Access the full version of the
EU-Japan roadmap for S&T
cooperation here

EU-Japan relations have developed steadily over the past two decades.
Sharing many of the same challenges (energy security, access to critical raw
materials, ageing populations), and defending a similar approach to key
international challenges such as international security and climate change,
Japan is in many ways one of Europe‟s closest partners on the international
arena.
Cooperation between the EU and Japan in Research and Innovation (R&I) is
governed by the Agreement on S&T Cooperation, which came into force in
2011. The EU-Japan Joint S&T Committee established under this Agreement
has met four times (June 2011 and June 2013 in Tokyo, May 2015 in Brussels,
and November 2017 in Tokyo) to exchange information and views on S&T
policy issues; identify and decide cooperative activities; review
accomplishments; provide advice on the implementation of the agreement;
review the reciprocal access to Research and Innovation (R&I) programmes
and projects and arrangements for visiting researchers; and to examine
measures to improve that access and to ensure the principle on reciprocity. The
next meeting is planned to be held in Brussels in 2019.

Ongoing EU-Japan cooperation within Horizon 2020
In Horizon 2020 (2014-2020), up to October 2018, Japanese applicants are
involved 377 times in 313 eligible proposals to collaborative actions. This has
led to 30 successful projects, involving 33 participations, with an impressive
success rate of 21.5% (as compared to 15.8% overall). Japanese beneficiaries
have received EUR 2.5million from the European Commission (EC) and EUR
3.0 million from non-EC sources. Cooperation with Japan is further targeted in
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22 call topics in Horizon 2020 Work Programme (WP) 2018-20 (see Annex).
Horizon 2020 participation so far is mainly in the areas of the Marie
Sklodowska-Curie Actions that promote researchers' mobility; Environment
research; Nanotechnologies and Advanced materials (NMBP); and Nuclear
research cooperation through Euratom.
As regards the Horizon 2020 Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA),
Japanese applicants are are involved 393 times in 336 eligible proposals.
Japanese entities have participated 89 times (of which 1 as beneficiary) in the
MSCA (7 in Individual Fellowships (IF), 60 in the RISE, 20 in the ITN and 2 in
the COFUND programme), receiving EUR 0.1 million from the European
Commission. Furthermore, a total of 126 researchers of Japanese nationality
have participated in the MSCA. As regards ERC, a total of 32 Japanese
nationals have acquired an ERC grant and 18 have participated in the ERCJSPS exchange scheme so far.
EU-based branches of Japanese companies have participated actively in the
framework programme. In Horizon 2020, there are more than 200 participations
by more than 70 different Japanese companies based in Europe, notably in the
field of ICT, Transport and Energy.
In addition, there have been 33 projects financed through 10 coordinated calls
launched jointly by the EC and Japanese ministries/agencies between 2011 and
2017 in the areas of energy, aeronautics, materials, ICT and health/ICT robotics.

Priorities for the Future in S&T Cooperation
On the basis of the 4th EU-Japan Joint S&T Committee (JSTC) in November
2017 the following areas are considered to be priority areas for future
cooperation with Japan:
- ICT:
ICT has long been one of the most active areas of EU-Japan S&T cooperation,
both at policy and project level. Four coordinated calls have been launched
since 2013 with the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communication (MIC) and
the National Institute of Information and Communications Technology of Japan
(NICT) on 5G, Internet of Things, Cloud and Big Data. Four projects of the latest
joint call kicked-off in July 2018. The 24th ICT Dialogue between DG CNECT
and MIC is scheduled to take place in December 2018.
 Transport including Aeronautics:
Aeronautics research is a strategic area for cooperation with Japan, providing
EU industry with opportunities to reinforce links with Japanese industrial
partners and improve access to the Japanese market and vice versa.In Work
Programme (WP) 2018-2020 Japan is explicitly encouraged to participate in the
multinational International Cooperation (INCO) flagship "Safer and Greener
Aviation in a smaller world", notably in the topics on icing (2018), hybrid-electric
propulsion (2019) and high-speed aviation (2020). Regarding other transport
areas, there is a trilateral dialogue (EU, Japan, US) in the field of automated
vehicles. As a consequence, automated road vehicles and maritime transport
can be expected to play a role in EU-Japan S&T cooperation. This is reflected
in the Horizon 2020 WP 2018-2020, where Japan is a targeted country in four
call topics covering the INCO Flagship on "Road automation and safety".
 Nanosafety, Advanced Materials (including Critical Raw Materials) and
Regulatory Science:
The area of critical material is in many ways a model for EU-Japan cooperation,
both at the policy level (common strategic interest), as well as at project level
(coordinated calls). For medical technologies for global healthcare, cooperation
with Japan could lead to a better determination of potential product efficacy as
well as an earlier determination of their risk. The possibility of future cooperation
in this area should be examined and could be pursued through the Horizon
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2020 INCO Flagship on "Technologies for global health care", proposed for
multilateral international cooperation.
Besides the three areas ICT, Transport including Aeronautics, and Advanced
Materials Research, mutually agreed by the JSTC, there is considerable
cooperation in the field of nuclear research (fission and fusion), and on the EU
FET projects on Human Brain (developing large-scale simulation of human
brain), Graphene, and Quantum Technologies.

EU–Japan high level meeting on research and
innovation cooperation

From left to right: Mr Hiroshi Matsumoto,
President of RIKEN; Mr Yoshio
Yamawaki, Deputy Minister of the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports
and Science and Technology (MEXT),
Commissioner Carlos Moedas and
Director-General Jean-Eric Paquet

More information: ERC Press Release

On 29 November 2018,
Carlos
Moedas,
EU
Commissioner for Research,
Science and Innovation and
Jean-Eric Paquet, DirectorGeneral for Research and
Innovation, met with Yoshio
Yamawaki, Japanese Deputy
Minister
for
Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT), and
Hiroshi Matsumoto, President
of RIKEN (Japan‟s Institute of
Physical
and
Chemical
Research). They exchanged
information on new science,
technology and innovation
policies in Europe and in
Japan, and discussed closer
cooperation in view of the next European Union framework programme for
research and innovation – Horizon Europe - and the next Japanese Science
and Technology Basic Plan - both of which will start in 2021.

New cooperation arrangement signed between the
European Commission and the Japan Science and
Technology Agency to strengthen researchers
cooperation
On 7 October, Mr Jean-Eric Paquet, Director-General for Research and
Innovation, European Commission, together with Mr Michinari Hamaguchi,
President of the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), signed a
cooperation arrangement promoting researchers' cooperation between Japan
and the European Union. The arrangement was signed in the presence of Ms
Patricia Flor, Head of the EU Delegation to Japan, Professor Jean-Pierre
Bourguignon, President of the European Research Council (ERC) and Minister
Masahiko Shibayama of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports and Science
and Technology (MEXT).
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The arrangement will provide
opportunities
for
Japanbased
researchers
supported by active JST
projects to pursue research
collaboration with European
researchers
already
supported through active
EU-funded
ERC
grants.
Either single and long-term
(3-12 months) or multiple
short-term research visits are
envisaged. The two sides
also intend to explore the
possibility of attracting and
encouraging
European
researchers
to
visit
Japanese research teams.

Head of EU Delegation P Flor, ERC
President J-P Bourguignon, DG J-E
Paquet, Minister M Shibayama of
MEXT and JST President M
Hamaguchi

The
implementing
arrangement will be the second such arrangement signed with a Japanese
research funding agency. There is already such an arrangement with the
agency Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (from 2015).
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Meet Professor Kenneth Wann,
contributor to the EURAXIND
project
This piece is extracted from an article published by the Marie Curie Alumni
Association. Find the original interview on the Marie Curie Alumni Association
website.



PROF. WANN, WHERE WOULD WE FIND YOU TODAY?

I have just retired and am currently Honorary Professor of Cell Physiology in
Cardiff and I still have a „mixed economy‟. I am Director of a small start-up
company, Ionotica Ltd. As such, I am primarily focused on a programme of work
in the private sector that requires investment. I enjoy retaining my links with the
Doctoral Education agenda in Europe and currently contribute to projects such
as PRIDE and EURAXIND.



WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO LEAVE ACADEMIA IN THE 1980‟S?

I had a strong desire to see whether any of my drug discovery ideas could
deliver new medicines. In 1982 the university environment was not an optimal
one in which to pursue such a goal.
I was born in St Andrews, Scotland and
attended University in Aberdeen where
my Undergraduate training was in
Physiology. I graduated with BSc Hons
1st class (1970). My PhD (Aberdeen
University, 1970-74) was directed at
understanding the contribution of an
electrogenic pump to the resting
membrane potential of skeletal muscle
cells. I have a long-standing interest in
the field of membrane ion channels and
their role in convulsive states and stroke
in the brain, pain in peripheral nerves,
and arrhythmias in the heart. More
recently I have turned my attention to
their role in non-excitable cells such as in
cancer and bacterial cells. I have worked
on the academic staff of the University of
Aberdeen (1972-1982), / Royal
Free/University College London (19901995), and Cardiff University (1995-2017).
I was a senior scientist at the Wellcome
Foundation (1982-1986) and a Reader at
the Medical Research Council (MRC)
Clinical Research Centre (1986-1990). I
was Professor of Cell Physiology and
Deputy Dean of the University Graduate
College in Cardiff University until 2017.



WHAT WERE THE CHALLENGES DURING
BETWEEN ACADEMIA AND INDUSTRY?

YOUR

TRANSITION

In 1982, the pharmaceutical company world was a big unknown to many of my
university scientific colleagues. I believe that some took the view that I was
„jumping ship‟ and giving up my freedom solely in order to better my salary. In
the company to which I moved (The Wellcome Foundation), there was in
general a different mindset. For example, there were fixed working hours and
the idea of working in the laboratory in the evening, or over the weekend, was
far from normal. A more “softly softly” approach was also evident in the culture.



WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO RETURN TO ACADEMIA?

The Wellcome Foundation changed the direction of its research and closed
various programmes of work. I moved to the MRC Clinical Research Centre (a
government scientific unit) to revisit an area of research in which I had been
active previously. The MRC unit closed with the retirement of one of its key staff
and I elected to return to university to assume once again a mixed role of
teaching, research and administration. I believe that part of me had missed
engagement with young minds, while part of me also welcomed the more
obvious security and control over one‟s future.
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EURAXIND: Increasing industry
engagement with the EURAXESS
Network
Extensive research has been undertaken
as part of the Horizon 2020 funded
EURAXIND (EURAXESS for Industry)
project to identify employers‟ and
researchers‟ needs to support
intersectoral mobility and encourage
european researchers to consider
working outside of academia.
The EURAXIND project has helped
strengthen relationships between
industry and academia and has provided
opportunities for collaborations and
strategic partnerships to recruit highly
skilled researchers into many
employment sectors.
The project has resulted in the
development of a collection of new and
exciting online resources available for
both employers and researchers to use.



WAS THE MOVE CHALLENGING?

It was not a straightforward „reverse step‟. In the eight years that I had been
outside the academic world it was not always possible to publish or to apply for
grants. Hence, my CV was not the normal one, for someone of my seniority.
Furthermore, I had switched research areas several times, working with quite
different people, such that my reputation was „diluted‟ in any one area. Firstly
then, I had to find personal support and funding for my kind of research, which
was not a simple task. Secondly, I had to re-establish myself within the
university community. Finally, I had the sense that in some quarters the view
might be that I had failed in the „outside‟ world, or that I did not know what I
wanted.



WHAT WOULD YOU ADVISE MCAA FELLOWS WANTING TO MOVE
OUT OF ACADEMIA?

Only move if you are really enthusiastic about the position on offer and the work
that it entails. Do a SWOT analysis of the pros and cons of the move. Ask
yourself where this new job might lead you in terms of career advancement. In
industry, there is more prospect of you working as part of a team. Is this
something you would embrace or enjoy? Don‟t expect that any offer will be
perfect. There is always risk in changing direction and engaging in something
challenging and worthwhile. So imagine how you will feel if it all fails, and you
have to look around for alternative employment. Will you be able to deal with
that? Recognise that events may not be totally under your control and ask
yourself how resilient or adaptable you are. Can you cope with changes that
you don‟t agree with or see the sense of? Try not to be afraid to try something
new, perhaps outside your comfort zone, and recognise that what might be
perceived in the future as less than successful (or failure), is something that you
can learn and grow from.
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EURAXESS
Update

Japan

Activities

Overview of our expected activities in 2019
2018 is nearly over, but don‟t worry, we have plans for 2019!

Supporting your MSCA and ERC plans: Grants In
Practice
First of all, we will further increase our support to those of you who wish to
prepare an MSCA or ERC grant proposal, by renewing our flagship event
Grants In Practice and make an additional contribution to it in the form of a
science communication workshop for researchers. The event should take place
around late May/early June, so stay tuned!
We would also like to offer consultations, later in the year (but way ahead of the
deadlines), on days and placesyet to be announced, so that those of you who
have an advanced stage proposal may receive council (not on the scientific
content though!).

Fostering community activities for the European
researchers in Japan: European Research Nights
and European Research Day
The ERNs and the ERD will come back in 2019 in a slightly altered format: the
ERNs will still be social, evening interaction forums around specific crossdisciplinary, overarching topics, but this time in close cooperation with all the
already existing associations of European researchers (Sciencescope, JSPS
Club, ACEJapon, Ricercatore Italiani in Giappone). The ERD will again take
place in early Autumn, but will now mostly focus on creating an opportunity for
the researchers associations to diaologue and exchange best practices, and to
foster similar initiatives from nationalities or regions of Europe which do not yet
havesuch an organisation taking care of them.

Promoting your
Innovation Day

innovative

projects:

European

As experimented in 2018, the EID should propose sessions allowing the
interaction of European researchers based in Japan, start-ups, companies and
investors (from Europe and Japan), and representative bodies of European
countries in Japan (Embassies, Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Funding
Agencies, etc). It will come in late Autumn/early Winter 2019.
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Providing uselful information directly
institution: EURAXESS Japan Tour

at

your

The 2019 edition of the EURAXESS Japan Tour (EJT) will be a bit more
ambitious than before, while focusing on less venues, so as to allow more time
on-site (outside of the Tokyo area), and be able to take time for consulting with
local researchersin addition to the usual seminar sessions. The venues and
timings of the 2019 EJT editions to come will be announced regularly on our
website and via our email updates, so be sure to check them!
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